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 Aquarius- Most obstacles have 
come down temporarily, and 
you have a great opportunity to 
advance yourself in whatever di- 
rection you choose. Try old tricks, 
as they may finally work in the 
current climate. 


Pisces- You have an uncharac- 
teristic mastery of your emotions 
this week, and can rise above 
conflict and petty squabbling 
with poise. Your calm will be 
challenged, but you have the 
strength to come out looking 
good. 


Aries- You have the ability to 
judo a seemingly negative situ- 
ation or event into something 
positive for yourself. Just keep 
your wits about you and don't 
succumb to defeat too soon. Try 
to avoid an overreaction mid- 
week. 


Taurus- Try to keep your atten- 
tion and energy on things that 
you find enjoyable this week. 
You deserve a aie and joyful 
week. Be careful giving an en- 
dorsement_ or recommendation 
of a person you don’t know too 


Gemini- Get ready for a trial by 
fire this week. Someone who has 
been talking about you behind 
your back or needling you will 
push you too far this week, and 
you'll need to bring all of your 
strength to the table to come 
out on top. 


Cancer- This is a good week to 
kickstart your creativity and mo- 
tivation in the wake of a recent 
failure over which you are still 
raw. Be strong and marshal your 
forces. You have allies in unex- 
pected places, ready to help you. 


Leo- It's a good week for you 
to assign meaning and myth 
to your life-- to name your own 
constellations and spin your own 
version of creation. Understand- 
ing is high this week, and you'll 
have little trouble speaking your 
mind. 


Virgo- You are the glue for a 
much larger force this week, and 
can facilitate a group of people 
getting together and accom- 
plishing something wonderful. 
Be attentive. Keep your ear to the 
ground and direct the flow of the 
river around you. 


Libra- A competition or respon- ~ 
sibility that you've been procras- 
tinating or not taking seriously 
threatens to end poorly if you 
don't start trying. Be it romantic 
or financial, work hard this week. 
It isn’t too late to come out on 
top. 


Scorpio- Don't take on more 
than you can handle this week. 
Instead, try to facilitate others 
stepping up to new challenges. 
You'll be surprised at what you 
get done as a team as opposed 
to on your own, and your friends 
will appreciate the work. 


Sagittarius- Use humor this 
week to bridge conversational or 
social gaps. Your quick wit tend 
to impress people, but don’t go 
too far. Remember to share the 
spotlight, and listen to others. 
Don't just wait for your turn to 
speak. 


Capricorn- Be receptive to new 
influences this week. A great 
social flux could teeter in either 
direction, and you're going to 
have to stand up and take on 
more responsibilities you're not 
used to handling. Stay open to 
suggestion. 


| suffer from OCD. So | want things a certain 
way. | am also a white male so, despite my 
best intentions, that privilege rears its ugly 
head sometimes. Especially with my wife. 
How can | shed the need to "be the man" and 
the assumption of extra rights that fuels the 
entitlement towards my OCD? 


-Obssessed and Stressed out West(Philly) 
My dear obsessive fellow, 


Thank you for your letter. I'm glad that you 
have the self-awareness to worry about 
how your compulsivity plays out within the 
gender dynamics in your marriage. That 
worry is such a valuable place to start. 


| take you to be saying that white male priv- 
ilege can sometimes trick you into think- 
ing that you need things to be “a certain 
way” not because you're compulsive, but 
because you're right. | hear your concern 
about letting go of your feelings of entitle- 
ment, but it’s less clear to me whether you 
also want to take on your own need to have 
things just so. “I want things a certain way,’ 
you say, and you sound so “and that’s that” 
about it. But it’s this latter beast that you 
clearly need to tackle. 


You've got to find enough distance from 
your needs to remember that they’re not 
necessarily rational. And how to do that? 
You just have to practice. You remind your- 
self of it over and over: that your version of 
the world is the one in which you feel se- 
cure, but that doesn’t mean it’s the one in 
which everyone else should live. 


Recognizing the irrationality of your com- 
pulsions isn’t the same as bidding them 
farewell, though it may help you ease up a 
bit; my hope is rather that it will help you 
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shift the tone with which you represent 
them to other people. In terms of how it 
plays out in your marriage, | think you make 
your world as you need to make it, and do 
your best not to oversee or micromanage 
your wife. Make your world, and respect 
her agency. | realize that can be a tall order 
when you're cohabitating, and | realize she 
might feel crazily micromanaged anyway if 
you trail around behind her, wiping up the 
crumbs she didn’t notice under the toaster 
and quietly flipping over the toilet paper 
roll so that the paper pulls from the top 
rather than the bottom. 


But when you say your white male privi- 
lege “rears its ugly head,’ I’m imagining - 
and | hope this isn’t ungenerous, or way far 
off - a “god damn it, how hard is it to sort 
the silverware before you put it in the dish- 
washer!” kind of moment. (Though maybe 
we're learning more about me than about 
you that the only instances of compulsion | 
can imagine have to do with how the house 
is kept). You're always going to be a white 
man. It sounds to me like part of you wants 
to know how you still get to be controlling 
without feeling like you're exerting white 
male privilege. Well. I’m sorry about that. If 
it makes you feel better, it’s annoying when 
pretty much anyone is controlling. So bite 
your tongue. If you let it slip, apologize. Talk 
about this all with your wife, and enlist her 
help. Do some breathing exercises. Learn 
which compulsions feel necessary to sur- 
vival, and which you can loosen your grip 
on without losing your shit. Sort the silver- 
ware yourself. 


And if you feel like your OCD is really inter- 
fering with your ability to live a healthy life, 
seek counseling for it. Good luck. You can 
do it. 

xxHannah 


Ask Hannah! - - - PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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It’s Monday night and I’m feeling 
lazy. It’s going to snow tomorrow. 
You know what I’m doing? I’m rum- 
maging through my digital junk 
drawer to find some old words to 
paste here on the front page of the 
Admirer. I'm looking at old emails 
and attachments for some block 
of poetic text that | created in a 
more passionate moment, sifting 
through old love letters and blog 
entries for some kernel of meaning. 
I'm sorry. You deserve better. 


| guess | used to run a movie re- 
view blog. Apparently | really liked 
the movie Grimm. If you would like 
to read this movie review blog, it’s 
at OliverOtter.blogspot.com. The 
last entry was on September 26, 
2008—15 months before the first 
Admirer. 


Somewhere on the internet is an 
old OkCupid profile. | forget the 
login information but the name of 
the account is lost-but-seeking or 
something like that. It’s probably 
still drifting around like a ghost 
ship, popping up in unsuspecting 
quivers, bumping against oil rigs. 
One time someone asked if my 
name was a song lyric or some liter- 
ary reference. | said it was poached 
from a Magic: the Gathering card. | 
didn’t hear back. 


Digging deeper | find a digital bank 
statement from a bank account that 
hasn't been active in about 8 years. 
| can trace every purchase made 
with my debit card, every bottle 
of cheap vodka, every bus ticket, 
every ATM withdrawal for mush- 
rooms, hoagies at the sub shop by 
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my parents house, gas for my first 
car, flowers that | bought for a girl 
but that | instead threw off a bridge 
while yelling at myself, calling my- 
self a coward. Check deposits from 
my first 40 or 50 jobs. 


Aha! A Myspace profile with a blog. 
It’s a jack pot of long essays and 
short fictions that would slide nice- 
ly onto the front page of this week’s 
Admirer. Here a piece about shop- 
lifting, there a piece about identity 
and love. Something about man- 
tras. This could work. Definite po- 
tential. 


6 open windows on my computer 
screen. 5 of them portals to past 
representations and 1 a white box 
of text with a flashing cursor. That’s 
this window. This window will prob- 
ably be reformatted and slapped 
onto the Admirer for tomorrow, 
where it will burn, bright and blue, 
for a week before fading into the 
background, relegated to a pdf on 
the Admirer Tumblr page where, in 
10 or 30 years I'll come back across 
it and use it as shill inspiration for 
some other project. 


How frail an echo we leave. March- 
ing forward into 2015, my hands 
full of the almosts of myself that | 
found on the internet, | have only to 
say that there’s nowhere to go but 
forward. No matter what just keep 
going forward. I’m tired and nostal- 
gic. I'm lazy. It’s Monday night. To- 
morrow will be Tuesday. 


There's nothing else to say right 
now sol'll just chatter nervously un- 
til this waning rectangle is no more. 
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215 627-3370 
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TROPHY @ BIKES 


712 N. 2nd St. Philadelphia, PA 19123 
215.592.1234 www.trophybikes.com 
-open everyday - 


COERVIGE 


606 S 9th St 


Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat: 10-5 Weds: 1-9 


Closed Sun & Mon 


Winter tune up - $60 


bikeville.com 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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QUIET 


From the folks that brought you stillness, Quiet is 
a lack of perceivable vibrations on the bones of 
you hearing apparatus. It is a well-packed micro- 


WTF?"; é Wacky é Facts! 

e A 1 wackyfact was 
incorrect last week. We're sorry. We 
will not say which one. Because 
we're jerks. And it was only kinda 
incorrect. A Hippo sweat changes 
color based on the Hippo's mood. 
A Your left lung is smaller than 
your right lung. A If a cockroach is 
decapitated, it will live for weeks, 
and eventually die of starvation. 
A The average cow farts out 200 


human every day. A Cow farts are 
a significant source of increasing 
greenhouse gasses. A The US once 
issued a 5 cent bill. A When tossing 
a penny, it is slightly more likely to 
come up tails due to the heads side 
weighing slightly more. A Very few 
species of birds can detect the color 
blue. A It takes the average person 7 
minutes to fall to sleep. A There are 
only 13 functioning blimps in the 


times more gas than the average — world. 8areinthe US. A 


Overheard m Phila 


Dauphin&Kensington 

gal- (Throwing plates and glasses at old, raggedy guy on stoop) You're a fucking 
monster! | hope you die tonight! 

guy- I'm not gonna die tonight. I'm not gonna die tomorrow! (wheezing, racking 
cough) I've been here forever. I'll be here when your graaand kids die! 


Anonymous Thrift Store 

guy 1- Look, that girl is stealing shit. 
guy 2- Shut the fuck up, she's hot. 
(sent in by the gal stealing stuff) 


Milk and Honey, Baltimore 

young gal- Yeah it sucks, everyone who listens to my music lives in Europe. 
gal- Why does that suck? | think it's really cool! 

young gal- Yeah but | ain't gettin’ no beav stateside. 


Rocket Cat Cafe 
guy- How come every time | try to do a flourish, someone gets hurt? 
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1. Expendable resource 

OylF 

10. Woven home 

14. Strong desire 

15. Rich black soil 

16. Aboard 

17. Conforming to applicable rules 

19. To kill with intention 

20. Notes to follow sews 

21. Mammal club card 

22. Clothing 

24. Brusque 

25. Moved about aimlessly 

26. Spoof 

29. Godhouse 

30. Floating lightbulbs 

31. Type of fossil-rich sedimentary rock 

32. Toronto Dance theatre 

35. Where one worships the 7 

36. Fracking target 

37. Detect sound 

38. Product of fire 

39. Small oar 

40. Small North American winter finch 

41. Comment 

43. Puckered 

44. Picnic bird 

46. Religious splinter group 

47. Spanish monetary unit 

48. Consequence 

49. A span of time 

52. Surrounds pupil 

53. Far-flung 

56. What a dryer cage catches 

57. Seaweeds or diatoms 

58. Cowl 

59. From acetabulums to ankles 

60. Valleys 


1. Replete 

2. Fertilizer ingredient 

3. Rocky's drink 

4. Aloha token 

5. Where catholic monks live 
6. To put the check in the mail 
7. Food thickener 

8. Screwball 

9. Animal 


10. Blue-green algae found in moist places 


11. Makes clear 

12. To gaze unwaveringly 

13. Considered the idea 

18. Whomps 

23. Civil wrong 

24. Winter armor 

25. Casing 

26. Famous for a tilting tower 

27. Sweetened, diluted fruit drinks 
28. Forming a different iteration 
29. Cube by the billiard table 

31. Barbarian 

33. Free Space! It’s DACE 

34. Stepped 

36. Scoundrel 

37. Injured 

39. Porn 

40. Bourbon, sugar & mint over ice 
42. Excretes 

43. Kitties 

44. Overflow 

45. Unsettlingly bizarre 

46. Devoid of fault 

48. Sharp part 

49. Long period 

50. Prison 

51. Small but consistent countercurrent 
54. What's the time? It’s time to get 
55.P in the Greek alphabet 
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on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 
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Dear Friend, 
lam not here to pick anyone up, or to 
be picked up. |! am here alone because 
| want to be here ALONE. This card is 


not intended as part of an extended 


1-Whenis MEK Jr Day observed? 
flirtation. 


2- The Matterhorn is.in both Switzerland and this country. 

3- Who co-created Twin Peaks with: David Lynch? 

4- What shape is the body.of an Erlenmyer flask? - F 

5- What did Will Champion never do before joining Coldplay as their drummer? Thank you for respecting my privacy. 
ANSWERS ON BACK \& ? 


cosm of a word, better read than spoken, starting 
and ending in hard lines, containing an inherent 
punctuation and attaining the rare quality of be- 
ing antionomatopoeia, for it is a sound that can 
never be spoken. Wrap it tightly and carry it in 
your pocket--a gift to yourself. 
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